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Commentor Forest Service Response 
1. Richard R. Bayles Thank you for your interest in this 

project and your comments. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
2. Doris Milner Thank you for your interest in this project 

and your comments. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
3. Charles Keeling Thank-you for your interest in this 

project. No response needed 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
4. Rosmarie Neuman, 
Secretary, Concerned 
about grizzlies 

Incorporated into the Proposed Action and 
purpose and need for action 
Thank you for your interest in this project 
and your comments. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
5. Ed Bloedel The Bitterroot National Forest completed an 

environmental analysis to consider and 
disclose the environmental effects of 
authorizing Mill Creek Irrigation District 
adequate access1 to their facilities, and to 
prescribe terms and conditions related to this 
access and their subsequent work on the 
facilities as necessary to protect the National 
Forest. In addition to the selected alternative 
2, a no action alternative was analyzed.  
Please refer to Appendix E for a discussion 
regarding use of primitive techniques in the 
construction of critical elements of Mill Lake 
Dam. 
 
Several other alternatives were considered, 
but they do not meet state of practice 
techniques for design and construction 
methods, which affects the long term 
performance and safety of the dam.  Please 
refer to Appendix C.   
 
Thank you for your interest in this project 
and your comments. 

 
 

                                                 
1 Defined at FSM 2320.5.15 as “The combination of routes and modes of travel that the 
Forest Service has determined will have the least-lasting impact on the wilderness 
resource and, at the same time, will serve the reasonable purposes for which State or 
private land or right is held or used.” 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
6. Wilderness Watch, 
Friends of the 
Clearwater, Friends of 
the Bitterroot, and the 
Ecology Center 

6.1. See Alternative 4 and Appendixes C, E 
and F of EA 

 6.2. See Alternative 3 and Appendixes C, E, 
and F of EA 

 6.3. The timing of the Decision will preclude 
a field trip prior to the Decision Notice 
signing. 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
6. Wilderness Watch, 
Friends of the 
Clearwater, Friends of 
the Bitterroot, and the 
Ecology Center 

6.4. See Appendix D of EA 
 

 6.5. See Alternative 6 and Appendix C and 
Appendix E of the EA, letter 12 from 
Laurence Siroky letter, letter 13 from Mike 
Oelrich, Hydrometrics for discussion 
regarding the suitability of alternative piping 
materials. 
See Appendix B for MCID’s proposed 
repairs. The proposal improves accessibility to 
the headgate and does not include a catwalk.  
Although the FS Tech. & Dev. Center 
is a good source for new technology related to 
a variety of subjects, it does not specialize in 
ancillary facilities related to dam safety 
operations. 

 
 

6.4 

6.5 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
6. Wilderness Watch, 
Friends of the 
Clearwater, Friends of 
the Bitterroot, and the 
Ecology Center 

6.6. See alternatives 3 and 4 and Appendix C 
and E 

 6.7. See letter 13 from Mike Oelrich, 
Hydrometrics, Inc.  
 

  
 
 

6.6 

6.7
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6. Wilderness Watch, 
Friends of the 
Clearwater, Friends of 
the Bitterroot, and the 
Ecology Center 

6.7. In moving the intake headgate to the 
upstream opening of the outlet as you 
propose, the amount of grout, or “sealant”, 
required would still be the same.  Regardless 
of the location of the headgate, it is 
unacceptable to leave a void between a 
severely deteriorated corrugated metal pipe  
(CMP) and the new slip-lined pipe.  If the old, 
deteriorated CMP corrodes all the way 
through the pipe wall, the outlet works could 
collapse, and soil could move in to fill the 
void.  This situation could lead to a piping 
failure of the dam. 
 
Numerous other alternatives were explored, 
but they do not meet state of practice 
techniques for design and construction 
methods, which affects the long term 
performance and safety of the dam.   

 6.8. See Alternatives 7 and 8 in the EA. Thank 
you for your interest in this project and your 
comments. 

 Thank you for your interest in this project and 
your comments. 

 
 
 
 

6.7 

6.8 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
7.1 Bill Worf See Appendix E of the EA 
7.2 The timing of the Decision will preclude a field 

trip prior to the Decision Notice signing. 
 

 
 

7.1 

7.2 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
7.3 Bill Worf Please refer to the letter David Bull sent to you 

on April 28, 2005, responding to your letter of 
April 10, 2005 regarding operation and 
maintenance plans. (PF B-14) 
See Appendixes C, D, E and F of EA. 

 
 

7.3 
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Commentor Comment Forest Service Response 
8. Mack Long, Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

8.1 Recommend 
scheduling the use of 
helicopters and other 
mechanized equipment 
… to weekdays whenever 
possible. 8.2 Recommend 
posting signs at trailhead, 
by mid-summer to alert 
hunters. 
 

Addressed in the terms 
and conditions of the EA 
pages 8-9. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
9. Big Creek Lakes 
Reservoir Association, 
Kay Neal secretary 

Incorporated into the Proposed Action and 
purpose and need for action 
Thank you for your interest in this project and 
your comments. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
10. Tin Cup County 
and/or Sewer District, 
Tex Marsolek, 
Asssistant General 
Manager 

Incorporated into the Proposed Action and 
purpose and need for action. 
Thank you for your interest in this project 
and your comments. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
11. U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Rec 4/22) 

Addressed in the terms and conditions of 
the EA. P 8-9. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
12. Laurence Siroky, State of 
Montana, Engineer (Rec 4/22) 

Incorporated into the Proposed Action 
and purpose and need for action. 
Thank you for your interest in this 
project and your comments. 
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Commentor Forest Service Response 
13. Hydrometrics Thank you for your comments. 
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